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SOME TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF AN ARBORETUM 


NE of the many services conducted by the Arnold Arboretum is 

that of distributing material for propagation, (seeds, cuttings, 

or living specimens) of new and rare plants to individuals who ask for 

them explicitly. This includes some species of no particular ornamen- 

tal value, since other institutions frequently desire specimens of these 

for scientific study. Naturally, requests for material representing orna- 

mental species far outnumber those for species and varieties of merely 
scientific interest. 

Throughout its history the Arnold Arboretum has sent out thousands 
of packets of seeds, cuttings, scions, and plants, mostly representing 
rare or otherwise desirable material. The following figures represent 
the distribution from 1922 to 1938. 


Seed packetsi, 4 6. +... . + 43,000 
JLibvlinge yolemiEs 4 s 5 3 oF « 38,167 
Motsrofmeuttimes and eratts) a 95 5. 11,200 


Distribution to Various Parts of the World 


To the United States . . . 87% 
To Burepe > . ... . . . ». 10% 
Elsewhere. ...... + 3% 


These figures clearly indicate the practical services of the Arnold 
Arboretum to the horticultural public. Certain plants of outstanding 
merit are described in the Arboretum publications and in papers writ- 
ten by Arboretum staff members, and published elsewhere. Some spe- 
cies or varieties are quickly accepted, perhaps because of their appeal 
to popular fancy. Others, just as valuable from an ornamental stand- 


ety 


point, are very slow in finding their way into nursery catalogues. Such 
listing is necessarily the first step in order that these plants may 
eventually reach the wider gardening public. There are at least two 
reasons why nurserymen do not propagate all new plants immediately. 
In the first place, it is relatively expensive to establish a large stock 
and to advertise a new plant, for, of course, professional nurserymen 
must be interested in financial returns. Secondly, many nurserymen 
are already overstocked in more or less standard species and varieties 
and thus naturally hesitate to propagate forms that are new and hence 
unknown to the horticultural public. 

We hear frequent criticism to the general effect that new woody 
plants are not available since nothing new is listed in current cata- 
logues. Asa matter of fact, there are hundreds of relatively rare plants 
not only in the numerous arboreta in America but also in private gar- 
dens, which are perhaps better suited for landscape planting than 
others which have been generally available for many years. Some of 
our experiences at the Arnold Arboretum in attempts to popularize 
outstanding species and varieties may be of interest. 

Acer saccharum monumentale: This tree is a striking example of 
the trials and tribulations that beset an arboretum. One plant was 
found in a cemetery in Newton, Massachusetts, and scions were taken 
January 21,1885. Asa result of this propagating our plant has since 
been growing in the Arboretum for over fifty years only a hundred and 
fifty feet from the Arborway, one of the very busy parkways serving 
Boston. Approximately 11,000 cars pass in sight of this tree from 7 
a.m. until 6 p.m. on an average day in winter and, of course, this 
number is considerably greater during the spring and summer. Its 
picture has appeared in the Bulletin of Popular Information (Plate 
XII, 1938, p. 65), it has been illustrated in newspapers and garden- 
ing magazines throughout the east, and as a result it has undoubtedly 
been seen by at least a million readers during the past fifteen years. 
It has been discussed before garden clubs and nursery organizations 
throughout the east and middle west. On several occasions during the 
last fifteen years, it has been carefully described in nationally circu- 
larized garden magazines. 

This tree is always pointed out to Arboretum visitors as outstanding 
among the many unusual ones grown at the institution. It has all the 
meritorious characteristics of the sugar maple, differing only in its 
columnar habit. It has the growth form of the Lombardy poplar with- 
out the objectionable characters of that widely known and commonly 
planted columnar tree. Many people photograph it, write us about it, 
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and inquire where it may be purchased. Yet, it is offered in no nursery 
catalogue. 

What has the Arboretum done to disseminate it? Our propagator, 
Mr. Judd, has kept detailed records about this plant since 1922. Ap- 
proximately 4000 scions have been cut and distributed from this one 
tree, and 22 living plants have been sent to various organizations in- 
terested in the propagation of rare or unusual varieties. In spite of all 
this, still the tree is not available to the general public. During the 
last three years there have been so many requests for propagating 
stock that itis now practically impossible to select suitable material, 
even with the aid of a tall ladder and pole shears. One nurseryman 
obtained grafting material five different times between 1927 and 1933; 
yet he has never listed it in his catalogue. 

Euonymus planipes: This shrub was introduced into the United 
States by the Arnold Arboretum in 1902. Realizing its value as an 
ornamental, the Arboretum, between 1920 and 1938, has distributed 
12 lots of cuttings, 63 plants, and 49 packets of seeds. It was not, 
however, until 1938 that it was first listed in an American nursery 
catalogue by.a leading Massachusetts nurseryman. It apparently takes 
a considerable amount of ‘““distributing’’ before a new plant is deemed 
by the grower to be worthwhile. 

Syringa pubescens: Commonly called the hairy lilac, this is the 
most fragrant of all the lilacs and for this reason alone is a valued 
addition to lilac collections, even though the flowers are not as beau- 
tiful as the varieties of S.vu/garis. Between the years 1922 and 1940, 
no less than 157 plants and 63 lots of cuttings have been sent to var- 
ious individuals and nurseries. Although it has been offered in one or 
two catalogues for a short period only, it was soon dropped either be- 
cause there is no apparent demand for it or because it is too difficult 
to propagate rapidly. 

Viburnum dilatatum xanthocarpum: This was obtained by the Ar- 
boretum as a small plant in 1919. Approximately 30 nurseries in the 
United States have obtained propagating material in one form or 
another since then, but it has yet to be listed in a catalogue. Another 
form ( Viburnum setigerum aurantiacum) of particular value for its orange 
fruits, has been growing in the Arboretum since 1908. Between 1931 
and 1939, plants have gone out to 89 different individuals, seeds to 
40 others, and cuttings to many more; still the plant is not listed in 
any catalogue. 

Of course, woody plants cannot be propagated as rapidly as peren- 
nials and annuals. Combined with this is perhaps a lack of interest 
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on the part of nurserymen and gardeners—two facts which make it 
exceedingly difficult to place new woody plants within the reach of 
the public. Do not blame the Arboretum! The plants are here, they 
are being propagated, and they are being discussed. It is for the 
garden-minded public to study these interesting plants and to begin 
to ask for them. Only then will they be grown, for nurserymen are 
naturally interested in plants for which there is a demand. 

It is manifest that the garden-minded public is becoming increas- 
ingly plant conscious. The garden clubs are doing excellent work in 
educating their members to consider better plant materials. There is 
even a movement among some of the nurserymen to be more selective 
in growing only the better varieties and in discarding inferior forms. 
Such a movement, if aggressively carried on by both garden clubs 
and the nurseries, should aid materially in bringing the better plants 


into more common use. 


MERITORIOUS ORNAMENTAL PLANTS 


Plants and material for propagation of which have been 
sent out by the Arnold Arboretum since 1922 


Name First offered in Nursery Catalogue 
Acer griseum Not yet 
Acer rubrum columnare Not yet 
Acer saccharum monumentale Not yet 
Albizzia julibrissin rosea (hardy strain) 1936 
Cedrus libani (hardy strain) Not yet 
Enkianthus cernuus rubens Not yet 
Euonymus planipes 1937 
Halesia monticola rosea Not yet 
Laburnum alpinum 1939 
Ligustrum vulgare pyramidale 1937 (1 yr. only) 
Magnolia stellata rosea 1937 
Prinsepia sinensis 1925 (1 yr. only) 
Prinsepia uniflora Not yet 
Sophora japonica pendula Not yet 
Stewartia koreana Not yet 
Syringa persica laciniata 1937 
Syringa pubescens NOS 7 
Viburnum dilatatum xanthocarpum Not yet 
Viburnum sargenti flavum Not yet 
Viburnum setigerum aurantiacum Not yet 
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